
School Participation

Making sense of data to improve education

Mozambique - 2008 Country Profile with 11 Provinces
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The grade pyramid in Mozambique is extremely wide due to high dropout rates.

The grade pyramids show how many pupils are in each grade from 1 to 12, with females on 
the right and males on the left.  The lightly shaded section of each bar shows repeaters.

Mozambique and most of its provinces have very wide grade pyramids.  The wider the grade 
pyramid, the higher the dropout rates.   In the Central and Northern provinces the grade 
pyramids are widest.  The  straightest pyramids (lowest dropout rate) are in the southern 
provinces.  

At lower grades, there is little sex imbalance.  In the Southern provinces, there are more girls 
in the upper grades of secondary; in the Northern and Central provinces, there is the 
opposite gender imbalance--more boys--at the secondary level.
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Percent of pupils in evening classes
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Evening classes are an important 
component of Mozambican
education.

The graph shows the proportion of 
students who are in evening classes, 
by school level.  The higher the level, 
the greater portion of students are in 
evening classes.  

We don't know whether this is a 
result of space issues in secondary 
schools, or that the older students 
have competing responsibilities 
during the day.
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Primary School Status
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Intake rates to primary school in Mozambique are among the highest in the world.

These graphs show gross intake to lower perimary (EP1 GIR), the gross and net enrolment 
rate lower primary (EP1 GER and EP1 NER); as well as the gross intake rate to upper primary 
(EP2 GIR), and gross and net enrolment rates for upper primary (EP2 GER, EP2 NER).  

In most provinces, gross intake rates to lower primary are highest, while the net enrolment 
rates at upper primary are the lowest .

The high intake rates suggest that many children enter first grade more than once, but are 
not necessarily counted as repeaters (note: Mozambique does not record pre-school 
programs; perhaps parents send younger children to first grade.).
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Teacher Characteristics

73

62

55

56

57

63

75

76

91

69

83

68

41

49

42

47

38

38

47

43

40

34

39

36

40

46

36

43

40

43

48

54

49

45

49

17

32

36

27

37

29

35

31

33

33

33

25

24

0 20 40 60 80 100

National

C Maputo

Gaza

Inhambane

Maputo

Manica

Sofala

Tete

Zambezia

Cabo Delgado

Nampula

Niassa

Pupil teacher ratio

Lower primary, EP1 Upper primary, EP2
Lower secondary, ES1 Upper secondary, ES2

Pupil teacher ratio by province and level

C
en

tral

Mozambique has demands for 
teachers in lower primary school to 
accomodate high intake rate to the 
school system.

The graph shows the pupil teacher 
ratio (PTR) at all four school levels by 
provinces in three regions as well as 
the national data.

The PTR is the highest in lower 
primary and the lowest in upper 
secondary.

Note the sharp drop in PTR between 
the lower primary level (where 
chlidren need the most attention from 
teachers) and the upper primary level.  

In general, PTRs in lower primary and 
lower secondary are higher in Central 
and Northern provinces than in 
Southern provinces.
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Mozambique has an inbalance of gender in teachers--more males than females--and need more trained 
teachers at all school levels. 

In most provinces, male teachers make up the large majority of teachers in all school levels.  The portion of female 
teachers is lowest in secondary, in particular in upper secondary. 

The percent of trained teachers  overall is roughly two-thirds.  It is similar  in primary and secondary, but there are 
more trainied teachers in the higher grades (6 and 7 in upper primary,  11 and 12 in upper secondary) within the 
same level.  

In general, provinces in Southern region have more female teachers.  There is relatively less regional variation in 
the portion of trained teachers.
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School Efficiency
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Student survival is a critical issue in 
both primary and secondary schools in 
Mozambique. 

This graph shows the survival rate from 
grade 1 to grade 12 by gender.  In 
general, student survival from one 
grade to the next declines significantly 
from the first grade in lower primary 
through the last grade in upper 
secondary in all province

Note: these survival curves do not take 
account of some rapid increases in pupils 
in evening classes, where the size of a 
school cohort grows from one year to 
the next (e.g. there are more new 
students in grade 11 in 2008 than there 
were students in grade 10 in 2007).  This 
causes calculated survival to be  
underestimated in these curves.
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Pupil classroom ratios in day shifts and evening shifts.

The graph shows the average number of pupils in each class for four school levels by province. 

There is generally a similar PCR across day and evening shift classes in primary schools but itis slightly higher in 
evening shifts than in day shifts in secondary schools.   One can interpret this to imply that the popularity of 
evening  classes slightly outstrips the resources available.

50

59

29

43

47

43

49

49

52

50

58

56

53

60

47

50

52

50

56

54

51

54

56

62

63

58

49

56

58

52

66

66

67

66

77

65

56

51

49

57

56

52

57

58

63

93

57

62

0 50 100

National

C Maputo

Gaza

Inhambane

Maputo

Manica

Sofala

Tete

Zambezia

Cabo 
Delgado

Nampula

Niassa

Pupil classroom ratio

Lower primary, EP1 Upper primary, EP2

Lower secondary, ES1 Upper secondary, ES2

Pupil class ratio, day shift

So
u

th
ern

C
en

tral

N
o

rth
ern

N
o

rth
ern

P.12



Male pupils 2008 Male pupils 2007
Female pupils 2008 Female pupils 2007

Pupils by grade and sex 2007 and 2008
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